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persons without education, and of low position; and
they are necessarily without that feeling of respon-
sibility which attaches to a person in a regular ser-
vice, who has something to lose by misconduct. It
should, therefore, be established for the future that
the locum tenens of the Consul should be limited in
his functions to correspondence with his superiors;
and that more important matters should remain in
abeyance until the return of the Consul: or if there
were much business, that the Embassy should depute
a competent person to act in the absence of the Con-
sul, but that the appointment of an acting consul
should not depend so much, as heretofore, upon the
Consul. The French system provides against this
defect, by the appointment of a Chancelier to each
consulate. But this would add greatly to the expense
of consulships, many of which already have not work
enough for one man. This suggestion might seem
capable of recommending itself as it stands; but it
derives additional weight from the fact that it was
the selection by Mr. Coles, Her Majesty's Consul at
Jiddah, of Mr. Page, to be acting consul in his ab-
sence, which led to the massacre at Jiddah, Mr.
Page was of a very humble station in life, and was
known as one who drank before this occurrence. The
massacre was represented as a fanatical outbreak,
but it originated solely in national feelings, and the